
     Lehigh Carbon Community College’s own Mary Rasley, professor of computer science, and Steve Weitz, assistant professor of media arts, 
were featured in a cover story for a recent issue of Community College Week. 
     The online publication showcased the ever-increasing need for STEM graduates in the workforce, a topic of discussion at a recent 
conference with approximately 900 attendees where the professors were presenters.
     Rasley and Weitz were interviewed after their paired presentation in Denver, Co., at the STEMtech conference where the common 
thread of offering more STEM courses allows more STEM graduates to excel in the workforce was a recurring concept.  
     The article, entitled “The Humanities Touch -- Value of Liberal Arts Examined at STEMtech Conference,” focused on Rasley’s and Weitz’s 
presentation based on the two ATE grants Rasley received, #1003154 and #1304216, and the Arts/Science STEAM collaboration they have 
brought about.
     “The gaming industry provided a wonderful opportunity to bring together computer scientists and digital artists,” Rasley said in the 
publication. “We wanted our students paired in a dynamic industry that would require them to work together constantly,” Rasley said. “This 
would be the perfect place for STEAM.”
     Both have used a STEMtech approach with students over the past three years which has effectively produced a 79 percent retention rate 
and exposed the students to both fields in technology and digital arts, according to Rasley. 
     Rasley further noted in the publication, “We believe the retention rate came about because the 
students didn’t see just one pathway. “Here they get the opportunity to explore other options.”
     According to the article, Community College Week editor Paul Bradley noted: “Many community 
college STEM educators agree that the humanities and social sciences are key to a well-rounded 
education. Surveys show that employers want employees with technical skills, but they also value the 
capacity for critical thinking and continued learning imparted through a grounding in the liberal arts. 
Moreover, everyone needs the ability to communicate effectively in a range of situations. Engineers 
and scientists need to master more than the computer and the calculator. They also need to write 
and speak clearly.
     STEM educators increasingly are recognizing that reality. At the STEMtech Conference, sessions 
were divided into nine tracks, one of which was The Integration of STEM and the Liberal Arts.”
     STEM and STEAM are emerging course offerings which combine science, technology, engineering, 
art and mathematics. Local elementary schools in the Lehigh Valley are focusing their curriculum to 
hone in on these fields of study for students as young as five. 

Paul Bradley, (November 2014). The Humanities Touch, Value of Liberal Arts Examined at STEMtech Conference. Community 
College Week. Retrieved from [http://ccweek.com/article-4255-the-humanities-touch.html] 
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LCCC Foundation 
Board of Directors Upcoming Events

Jan. 3 LCCC’s Alumni basketball games with women’s
 game beginning at 11 a.m. and men’s game   
 beginning at 1 p.m. For more information,
 please contact Marge Beahm, Interim Director of
 Athletics, at mbeahm@lccc.edu.
March 21  Raising the Paw event to benefit the  
 Jennifer L. Snyder Memorial Veterinary Technician   
 Scholarship Fund. 

     The Nursing Faculty of LCCC has selected Allyson Carmona, 
(pictured right) a first-year nursing student, to receive the  
Yolanda Geosits Danko Memorial Nursing Award. 
     The award is in remembrance of the late Yolanda Geosits 
Danko and was established by her daughter, Patti Danko, to  
recognize the outstanding nursing care her mother received 
from nurses and nurse assistants during her illness. Allyson 
holds a bachelor of psychology degree from Penn State  
University and currently works at Lehigh Valley Health Network. 
She aspires to specialize in oncology.

Danko Nursing Awarded to 
LCCC Student

     Throughout the past two years, Title III funds allowed LCCC 
to accomplish many things, but none of it would be possible 
without the hard work, dedication and leadership of many, 
many people.  Tim Herrlinger and Dr. Ann Bieber worked with 
the Morgan Foundation to assure the $160,000 match Title III 
required.  Thank you for your continued efforts on behalf of our 
students.

Title III: Endowment 



     The current Practical 
Nursing class chose “The 
Miracle League” as a 
service project. Over 
the course of the Fall 
semester, the students 
have been collecting 
gifts and gift cards for 
the Miracle League 
participants. On Dec. 
20, the Miracle League 
children will have 
breakfast with Santa. 
Because of the generosity 
of the Practical Nursing 
students, each child 
will receive a gift at the 
holiday event.
     Kyle O’Neill, Director of 
the Miracle League for the 
Lehigh Valley, explained 
what the nonprofit 

organization does, “The Miracle League has a Field of Dreams in Germansville, Pa. It is a fully 
accessible baseball field that serves disabled children from 4-20+ years old. We host  
noncompetitive games for children with a wide range of abilities and challenges.”
     Mr. O’Neill was so impressed by the thoughtfulness and caring displayed by the nursing 
students that he came on campus Dec. 10 to personally thank the students. 
     The Miracle League was started in Atlanta, Ga., in 1998 and now has 250 leagues across 
America. They rely on donors for financial support and on volunteers to help with the 
activities. The LV league serves 249 children from nine counties; 64% of them are from the 
Lehigh Valley. Please visit www.miracleleaguelv.org. 

Nursing Students Bring Holiday Cheer 
to Miracle League 

Backpack Buddies 
Collection

     Phi Theta Kappa continues to sponsor 
the drive to support the Backpack Buddies 
Program, which is coordinated by the 
Second Harvest Food Bank.  
     This is a supplemental kid-friendly 
nutrition program which serves over 300 
children per week at nine different sites in 
the Lehigh Valley.  
     The program provides a backpack full of 
nutritional food for children to take home 
on the weekends. The program is provided 
for children who depend on the gov-
ernment subsidized breakfast and lunch 
programs.   
     Donation Boxes are located in the 
following areas: Berrier Hall, lower level by 
the Welcome Center; Student Union, lower 
level by the gallery; ARC Cafeteria and the 
Library Lobby. Phi Theta Kappa thanks you 
for your support.
     The Second Harvest Food Bank of  
Lehigh Valley and Northeast Pa. provides 
food and grocery products to more than 
69,000 individuals each month through 
a network of more than 200 member 
agencies.

     Not only does LCCC offer students the opportunity to build upon their education 
with incredible experiences, but for the Technology students from Jim DePietro’s  
program, the students literally built a home. 
     The students’ hands-on education is literally the foundation for their education. The 
students built the exterior and interior of the fully-functional house which included all 
the essentials of a home. Guests were invited to tour the student-built home and  
showcase their skills and expertise for potential employers as well. 

LCCC Student 
Chosen to Serve 

on SNAP     Lehigh Carbon Community College’s Vision for Excellence states, “LCCC will  
promote academic excellence, student achievement, and support of diverse  
populations as a comprehensive community college.” 
     At all of our college sites we have students with disabilities and special needs. It is 
the responsibility of us all to provide an equally comprehensive and inclusive  
experience for those with physical, sensory and cognitive disabilities as we would 
for any student at LCCC.  As we enter our 50th year, and we consider where we have 
been and where we are going, let’s begin thinking about creating a “culture of  
accessibility” at LCCC.   
     Accessibility is the degree to which a product, device, service or environment is 
available to as many people as possible, and our goal is to ensure that all LCCC sites 
are as accessible as possible. Part of that accessibility is LCCC’s commitment to  
ensuring that electronic information technology (EIT) is also accessible. One of the 
college’s first major steps to ensuring accessibility was the development of The  
Electronic and Multimedia Accessible Technology Policy that was approved by the 
Board of Trustees earlier this year and is available at 
http://www.lccc.edu/sites/www.lccc.edu/files/documents/2014-15%20P%26P%20
Manual%20final%20combined.pdf. 
     The Access to Technology Committee continues to work diligently and will develop 
a multiphase plan to move our College forward in the area of accessibility. In addition 
to having a policy in place, the Department of Justice also requires institutions to 
regularly monitor EIT for accessibility. To that end, a special-term position has been 
posted for an Accessibility and Access Coordinator. This staff member will be  
responsible for the coordination and maintenance of college-wide needs for  
electronic content, website information and other electronic information resources 
in accordance with accessibility standards. This individual will also be responsible for 
Title IX efforts including the development, training, implementation and monitoring 
of appropriate disclosures, policies, procedures and practices designed to comply 
with federal and state legislation, regulation and case law requiring the prompt and 
equitable resolution of all complaints pursuant to Title IX.
     It is important that accessibility become part of the institutional culture with a 
commitment across all divisions, offices, services and programs.  Dr. Bieber noted, “I 
am asking all of you to join me in a commitment to promote a culture of accessibility 
at Lehigh Carbon Community College as we continue working together to promote 
equity, diversity and accessibility at LCCC.”

     Students were honored for their hard 
work during the Lehigh Carbon Community 
College ePortfolio Showcase and Awards 
ceremony. The event featured 11 students 
in a variety of majors and programs and 
celebrated their achievements and goals.

ePortfolio Students 
Shine at Showcase

Karen Clark is the Faculty Advisor for the RN Student organization. 
Class officers include: Nicole Hanzlik, President; Shalonda Mundle, VP 
for Main Campus; Nora Mclaughlin, VP for Tamaqua; Melissa Conley, 
Treasurer; April Tweed, Secretary for Main Campus; Kristie Fritchman, 
Secretary for Tamaqua; and the Activities Committee includes Brenda 
Gracia, Crystal Marcelle, Samantha Wessner, Erica Ferrell, Jillian 
Shellhamer and Angela Turner.

Tiffany Rice, nursing student, was  
elected to serve as the southeast  
region representative to the Student 
Nurses Association of Pennsylvania.

Congratulations, Cougars. The LCCC Golf Team completed their fall season by claiming the Eastern 
Pennsylvania  Athletic Conference (EPAC) Tournament Championship. Their season record now 
stands at 15-0 in the EPAC and overall boasts a record of 16-3.

College Offers Accessibility to Diverse 
Student Population 

From left to right: Searra Sawka, Christian 
Lopez, Gabriel Scott, Kaitlyn Klotz, Dominic 
Barone, Caitlin Carbone, Ellie Stempinski,  
Sarah Sewdass, Clark Toussaint, Jordan Biery 
and Jennifer Modrich-Zughbi.

Students Build Home, Education 
     Congratulations to the LCCC  
graduates who were recognized on  
Sunday, Dec. 21, in Berrier Hall. The 
National Anthem and Alma Mater were 
sung by Andrew Gabrielle, student. 
Board of Trustee member Audrey Larvey 
offered welcoming remarks as Amy 
Washburn, graduate, spoke to the  
graduating class. Family and friends 
enjoyed light refreshments after the 
ceremony.

Winter 
Graduation


