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Virtual Commencement Ceremony Held August 12
Lehigh Carbon Community College held its 53rd annual Commencement Ceremony on Wednesday, Aug. 12,  

live on YouTube. The ceremony featured photos spotlighting the “Started here. Going... “ theme, and addresses from  
Dr. Ann D. Bieber and student speakers Daniel Mellin and Jennifer Pacanowski. Michelle L. Mitchell, president of  
LCCC’s Faculty Association, introduced Student of the Year Rodolfo Arroyo. Following the addresses, graduates were 
announced by name, with a photo submitted prior to the ceremony shown live on the broadcast. Following the live 
broadcast, a virtual chat was opened up on LCCC’s YouTube channel to allow graduates and families to share messages  
of congratulations. The ceremony can be viewed here. 

New Student Newsletter: This Week at LCCC
The Office of Student Life and the Office of College 

Relations have teamed up to create a new student 
newsletter titled This Week at LCCC. The newsletter will 
go out weekly on Monday mornings, and aims to keep 
students informed of all important information and 
events taking place on campus and virtually. During this 
unprecedented semester, it is more important than ever to 

make sure our campus community is up to date with all the important information they need, when they need it. 

Congratulations
      TO ALL OF OUR GRADUATES!

A few of the graduates of the Class of 2020.

https://youtu.be/nwDzGCNAp4w


Amazon Training Program Wraps Up
Since June 15, a total of 25 students have been on campus for training in a partnership that the college has established 

with Amazon for a Mechatronics training program. This training provides a pathway to careers in industrial automation for 
Amazon’s next generation of distribution centers. The students will graduate Sept. 4.

Students came from across the nation from Amazon’s existing pool of employees 
and were housed at a local hotel.

The 12-week program focused on electrical, mechanical, fluid power and 
programmable logic controller technologies. Students utilized Amatrol elearning  and 
equipment in the new 2,000-square-foot lab located in the Technology Center. The lab 

was recently renovated with more than 
$850,000 in new equipment.

Students took classes five days per 
week, combining online and instructor-
facilitated classroom work with hands-on 
skill assessment. The program articulates to credit programming at LCCC in the 
related fields, so if students want to continue their education, it is a seamless 
path.

Additional cohorts will begin this fall, increasing our total students 
instructed to 100 over the course of this calendar year, ending in December. 

This is a pilot program and based on program success there is potential for it to extend for several years.
While on campus, students utilized personal protective equipment and followed all safety protocols related to the 

Pennsylvania Department of Education and CDC reopening guidelines. 

LCCC Student Video Tour
The Office of College Relations created a fun, short campus 

tour video for social media to help give new students an idea 
of what campus is like, while at the same time entertaining 
our current students. Additionally, this was meant to be a 
brief tour, so it focused solely on the exteriors of campus to 
entice prospective students to schedule a full tour or contact 
Admissions for more information about LCCC. Three students 
were featured in the video, wearing masks that showed the 
proper mask protocols while on campus. Please watch the video 
and share far and wide to social media. 

LCCC Tamaqua Holds Admissions 
Drive-Thru

LCCC’s Tamaqua site at the Morgan Center hosted an Admissions  
Drive-Thru at the Scheller Center on Wednesday, Aug. 5. The event 
was an initiative to help both prospective students and current 
applicants complete their registration for the Fall 2020 semester. 
Student Services representatives were on hand to answer 
questions and provide the following services: 

• Complete an LCCC application
• Apply for the Morgan scholarship
• Determine and schedule placement testing
• Sign up for New Student Orientation (NSOAR)
For more information about this event or to speak with an Admissions representative, contact LCCC Tamaqua  

at 570-668-6880. 

• Meet with an academic advisor
• Check status of financial aid
• Assist with a payment plan

https://youtu.be/U2DXQ2Ify2k


LCCC Partners with  
Bellevue University’s Network
To help students continue to earn their college 

degrees, LCCC has joined the Bellevue University Premier 
Partner Network, a partnership network of more than  
50 community colleges.

 The new partnership will 
enable LCCC students and 
graduates to transfer all of 
their college credits, including 
full associate degrees, toward 

accelerated, online bachelor’s and master’s degrees in 
their chosen career field.

 “Bellevue University has created pathways to  
support community colleges, and LCCC is honored  
to be able to offer this option to our students,”  
said Dr. Ann D. Bieber, LCCC president. “Increasing the 
number of options students have and paving a way for 
their success is at the core of what community colleges 
do.” Jim Nekuda, vice president of strategic partnerships 
for Bellevue University, added, “Bellevue University is 
committed to helping Lehigh Carbon Community College 
students achieve their educational goals and become 
leaders here in the Lehigh Valley and beyond.”

 Marissa Cecere is Bellevue University’s local 
LCCC relationship manager and will work full time in 
Schnecksville to support students. She can be contacted 
at mcecere@bellevue.edu and 484-656-1043. For 
additional information on transferring, contact LCCC 
Advising at 610-799-1137.

 Founded in 1966, Bellevue University is a nonprofit, 
fully accredited university with more than 50,000 
graduates worldwide. The university serves students at 
its main campus in Bellevue, Nebraska, and online. 

LCCC and  
Chestnut Hill College  

Announce Transfer Agreement

Lehigh Carbon Community College and Chestnut Hill 
College in Philadelphia have entered into a new transfer 
articulation agreement that allows LCCC graduates to 
transfer credits seamlessly to Chestnut Hill.

 Students who have earned their associate of 
arts (A.A.) or associate of science (A.S.) degree from 
LCCC and meet the minimum requirements will be 
guaranteed acceptance with junior year status into 
Chestnut Hill. Graduates with an associate of applied 
science (A.A.S.) degree will be reviewed on an  
individual basis.

 In addition, all general education requirements for 
Chestnut Hill College are fulfilled by A.A. and A.S. degree 
holders from LCCC, with the exception of credits in 
religious studies, global studies and ethics.

 LCCC associate degree holders are eligible for 
academic scholarships or discounts of between  
$15,000 and $21,000, depending on GPA upon 
admission to Chestnut Hill as a full-time student. In 
addition, there is a 20-25% discount for admitted  
part-time students, dependent on the student’s GPA.

 For more information, prospective students can 
contact LCCC admissions at Admissions@LCCC.edu  
or 610-799-1575. 

LCCC Alum Helping at-Risk Youth
Erick Marfil graduated from LCCC in 2018 after studying social work. He now works as 

a youth mentor for Community Bike Works where he helps guide at-risk youth to know 
that “there are opportunities to succeed no matter your background.” Marfil says that 
the whole team at LCCC helped him on his path to success. Marfil reminds us all to “enjoy 
every moment 
of it. It goes fast 
and even though 
things will get 
hard at times, that 
diploma at the end 
of the road will 
open up doors you 
never expected.” 

https://transfer.bellevue.edu/lccc
mailto:mcecere@bellevue.edu
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Important Dates for 
September 2020

September 5-7 College Closed
September 10 Career Development 

Virtual Community Engagement Fair
September 17 Virtual Nursing Information Session, 5 p.m.
September 22 Fall Late Start 10-week Classes Begin

Virtual Student Awards  
Ceremony Held August 9

The 2020 Virtual Student Awards and Recognition event 
was broadcast on Sunday, Aug. 9. The event replaced the 
in-person awards that normally occur the Sunday before 
the May Commencement ceremonies. Awards were 
presented to students for academic achievement, athletics 
and leadership. LCCC President Dr. Ann D. Bieber kicked off 
the ceremony with an address to students, commending 
them on the resilience and perseverance they have shown 
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. Peggy Heim, Dean of 
Student Support and Success, delivered the event’s closing 
remarks. The event aired live on YouTube. 

We Are the Heart of the Cougar
Congratulations to everyone at LCCC for earning the 

Heart of the Cougar award this year. LCCC President  
Dr. Ann D. Bieber announced that all LCCC employees 
were being honored with this year’s award in recognition 
of going above and beyond expectations, specifically 
over the past few months in the face of the coronavirus. 
Congratulations on your hard work and commitment  
to LCCC and our students. 

https://youtu.be/X4542cQyDT4



