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As we all have witnessed, anger and resentment have exploded over the senseless killing of 
George Floyd. Repercussions of that have been felt throughout the country.

What we are witnessing is heartbreaking, and I want to emphasize to all of you that Lehigh 
Carbon Community College will not tolerate racism of any kind or the hate that accompanies 
that. We value our incredibly diverse community and the richness that each individual brings.

We are a strong community only through the respect and care that we show each other. 
The college, as an institution and each of us as individuals, will continue to work to build an 
environment in which each of us is valued and made to feel safe. We will continue to listen to all 
of our students and employees and work to understand and address the fear they have for their 

safety and for the equal application of justice.

We reaffirm our values of accessibility, equity and inclusion, building a place where all people can be valued. A community 
college, above all else, must provide an equitable environment in which all people are empowered to fulfill their goals.

We stand together in solidarity with those who face racism every day. We stand against violence in all its forms.  
We will use the strength of the LCCC community to support each other, to address the ignorance that breeds fear, and  
to hold ourselves to a standard where we will not tolerate these injustices.

I look forward to working with those on campus and others throughout our community to be part of the solution.  
Our vision of creating transformative learning experiences will guide us as we work together to eradicate inequality.

Please stay safe and healthy.

Sincerely,

Dr. Ann D. Bieber
President

LCCC Stands For Equality
A Letter from LCCC President Dr. Ann D. Bieber to the College Community



LCCC Announces New Vice President
Larissa M. Verta has been named vice president for academic services and student 

development at Lehigh Carbon Community College, announced LCCC president  
Dr. Ann D. Bieber. Verta previously served as interim vice president and began the role on a 
permanent basis on July 1. Her appointment was approved at the Board of Trustees meeting 
on June 4.

Verta earned her Master of Science degree in counselor education from Marywood 
University and her bachelor's degree in psychology from Wilkes University. She is currently 
enrolled in the Educational Leadership Ed.D. program at Capella University.

Before assuming her position as interim VP at LCCC in June 2019, Verta served in other 
capacities at the college, including dean of the School of Science, Engineering and Math, 
liaison for the Jim Thorpe and Tamaqua sites, interim dean of School of Health Care Sciences, 

associate academic dean and director of Learning Communities and Faculty Development. She started at LCCC in 2003 
as an adjunct professor in social sciences and criminal justice.

Prior to coming to LCCC, Verta worked in several positions at the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections - State 
Correctional Institution at Mahanoy and spent much of her early career working in mental health services. She 
volunteers with Wilkes University Alumni Mentoring Program, is a member of the Tamaqua Business and Professional 
Women, and has served on the Board of Directors for the Tamaqua Chamber of Commerce and the Carbon County 
Chamber of Commerce. She also serves on several Tamaqua Area School District sports booster boards.

“Larissa has an incredible depth of experience at LCCC, having started here as an adjunct instructor and advanced 
through many positions in administration.,” said Dr. Bieber. “She is committed to ensuring that all LCCC students have 
access to the best education and works tirelessly with faculty to ensure that they also have resources they need to 
make this happen.”

Her past recognition at LCCC includes receiving the Heart of the Cougar Award in 2017, attending the President’s 
Leadership Institute in 2015/16, and being named Adjunct Faculty Member of the Year in 2006. Please join us in 
congratulating Larissa on her new position. 

New Mobile App Upgrades
The college has updated its 

mobile app, and it's ready for use. 
If you already have the LCCC app, 
we recommend that you uninstall 
the old version and reinstall the 
new. Or, you will be prompted  
to update the old version.  
We hope you like the new app 
and streamlined functionality 
that provides an enhanced user 
experience with an updated 
look and feel. The app can be 
downloaded by clicking here. 

https://www.lccc.edu/current-students/mylccc-mobile-app


Amazon Training Begins  
at Main Campus

Starting June 15, a total of 25 students came to 
campus for training in a partnership that the college  
has established with Amazon for a Mechatronics training 
program. This training provides a pathway to careers 
in industrial automation for Amazon's next generation 
of distribution centers. Students came from across the 
nation from Amazon's existing pool of employees.

The 12-week program focuses on electrical, 
mechanical, fluid power and programmable logic 
controller technologies. Students utilize Amatrol 
elearning and equipment in the new 2,000-square-foot 
lab located in the Technology Center. The lab  
was recently renovated with more than $850,000  
in new equipment.

 Students are taking classes five days per week, 
combining online and instructor-facilitated classroom 
work with hands-on skill assessment. The program 
articulates to credit programming at LCCC in the related 
fields, so if students choose to continue their education, 
it is a seamless path.

 Additional cohorts will begin this fall, increasing 
total students instructed to 100 in 2020. This is a 
pilot program and based on program success, there is 
potential for it to extend for several years.

 Getting a program like this off the ground quickly, 
and in the midst of a pandemic, was a challenge, and 
is thanks to the hard work of many departments on 
campus - Workforce Training, Facilities and Maintenance, 
Academics, to name a few.

 While on campus, students utilized personal 
protective equipment and followed all safety protocols 
related to the Pennsylvania Department of Education 
and CDC reopening guidelines. 

College Featured 
on TV-13

The college's phased 
reopening was featured on  
TV-13 on June 9, featuring a 
zoom interview with  
Vice President Cindy Haney. 
Watch the news segment at  
https://bit.ly/lccc_. 

 

LCCC Announces  
Student Scholars

Five LCCC students are participating in the Bucknell 
Community College Scholars program (BCCSP), a fully 
paid six-week academic program for high-achieving 
students at Bucknell University, located in Lewisburg, Pa. 
Due to the COVID-19, the 2020 residential program at 
Bucknell has transitioned to a Virtual Summer Program 
to be held June 15 - July 13. The following LCCC students 
have been accepted to the 2020 Bucknell Community 
College Scholars Virtual Summer Program: 

 Jillian Degiglio (Nesquehoning)
Penina Vitulli (Albrightsville)
Mason Gyarmati (Albrightsville)
Savanna Schmidt (Coplay)
Christian Vazquez (Allentown)
 The summer program will include a virtual 

introduction and orientation to Bucknell, academic 
assignments and virtual discussion sessions with faculty, 
virtual “Community Meetings” in guided cohort-building 
activities and virtual sessions to introduce the students 
to campus resources and opportunities. The goal is for 
LCCC students to consider applying as junior transfers for 
the full tuition scholarship at Bucknell.

 Additionally, other LCCC May 2020 graduates have 
been awarded scholarships. They include Liz Perez 
(Allentown), a chemistry major and LCCC Honors 
Scholars Program graduate, who has been awarded the 
Moravian College Community Scholarship, and  
Kassidy Cunningham (Whitehall), a business 
administration major and Honors Scholar, who was 
awarded the 2020 Allentown-West Rotary Scholarship.

 Christian Gould (Jim Thorpe), an LCCC education A.A. 
graduate and Suliarys Contreras (Whitehall), a general 
studies A.A. graduate, have both been accepted to 
Bucknell University and awarded full tuition scholarships. 
Gould and Contreras participated in the residential 
Summer 2019 Bucknell Community College Scholars 
Summer program.

 Eligibility requirements for the summer  
program at Bucknell are listed at  
www.lccc.edu/transferscholarships. 
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 Important Dates for 
July 2020

July 1-3 No daytime or evening classes
July 3 College Closed
July 6 Summer Session II 5-week Classes Begin –  
 Online and Remote
July 7 Virtual Nursing Information Session, 5 p.m.
July 7, 16, 21, 30 Virtual Zoom Information Sessions,  
 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.

LCCC Partners with  
Workforce Board Lehigh Valley  

on Retraining Program  
for Displaced Workers

Lehigh Carbon Community College has partnered with 
the Workforce Board Lehigh Valley and Northampton 
Community College on a job retraining program for workers 
displaced due to COVID-19. 

The program, called Top Degrees Close to Home, aims 
to educate displaced workers about high demand jobs in 
the region and programs available at LCCC and NCC that 
will qualify them for these positions. The message is being 
spread across 30 billboards in the Lehigh Valley.

LCCC is specifically focused on programs in the areas 
of Management and Office Skills, Manufacturing and 
Specialized programs. Programs available to displaced 
workers at LCCC include Fundamentals of Supervision and 
Management, Accounting programs, Certified Production 
Technician, Medical Assistant Certification, and an 
Entrepreneurship and Small Business Specialized Diploma. 
Programs can be completed in as little as six weeks.

Various tuition assistance programs are available through 
Workforce Board Lehigh Valley. Additionally, Lehigh Carbon 
Community College students who have faced unexpected 
educational expenses or experienced financial hardship 
directly related to the COVID-19 pandemic while a student 
at LCCC can apply for emergency grants through the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) act. 
The college has access to CARES funds to assist students 
who have a variety of needs. For more information, visit 
www.lccc.edu/scholarships. 

For more information about LCCC’s full offering of job 
training and continuing education programs, please visit 
www.lccc.edu/workforce.  


