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New LCCC TV Spots Feature Student Talent
Four new TV commercials have been produced and are running on area 

cable and network channels. The spots feature the themes of “Success” and 
“Opportunity.” Enjoy these great new spots that feature the tremendous 
talents of our own LCCC students. 

Discovering your passion with Caden Caracciolo
Earning credits online and transferring with Cristian Vasquez Gonzalez 
The best choice is right in your backyard with Michelle Hutchens-Baratta 
Don’t lose your momentum with Judenie Dorismond 

Hankees Honored with Unsung Heroes Award
Long-time LCCC donors Bill and Chris Hankee were honored as Unsung Heroes by the Lehigh County Aging and Adult 

Services in honor of Older Americans Month in October. A total of 12 Lehigh County residents were honored. The Hankees 
established the Krysta Hankee Memorial Fund after the death of their daughter in 2007, and one of its missions is to 
support Leadership and Community Service Scholarships to LCCC students. Most recently, a total of $6,000 in Hankee 
scholarship money was awarded in March to Alexis Hill, Kayla Piacquadio, Cheyanne Hoffman and Erin Ryan. 

LCCC Foundation Hosts Virtual Dinner Party
LCCC and its Foundation is partnering with Curious Goods at the Bake Oven Inn and Chef Mark Muszynski to host a 

Virtual Dinner Party event on Saturday, Dec. 5, from 6 to 8 p.m. Proceeds will benefit LCCC’s COVID-19 Student Emergency 
Fund, which helps students who have been impacted by the pandemic pay for tuition, books, food, child care and rent. 
Jerome Frank, Esq., of KingSpry, served as the honorary chair, celebrating 50 years as the college’s solicitor. Emcee for the 
evening is Joe Sibilia, executive producer of the Joe Piscopo Show in New York City. Sibilia graduated from LCCC in 2016 and 
from Hofstra University in 2018.

Chef Mark and Catherine Muszynski, owners of the Curious Goods in 
Germansville since 2007, honor tradition with an entirely farm-to-table 
menu and casual fine dining environment. Jointly, the college and the 
chef will bring a virtual dinner party and cooking demonstration to guests’ 
homes for a unique community event. The meal was chosen by Chef 
Mark, and participants will follow along cooking at home, together. 

https://youtu.be/mYreMfRTyxs
https://youtu.be/GN6qGCQd4sM
https://youtu.be/sNAnqt81sr8
https://youtu.be/qlEyf-Vw4iE


LCCC Receives Grant to 
Provide CDL Training 
Veteran Scholarships

LCCC has received a grant through the  
U.S. Department of Transportation’s (DOT) Federal 
Motor Carriers Safety Administration (FMCSA) to 
provide training scholarships for veterans, spouses and 
children of veterans, including those in the National 
Guard and Reservists.

The funding will cover full tuition for CDL Class 
A licensing, which is a 172-hour course. Weekday 
or weekend programs are available at LCCC’s main 
campus in Schnecksville. Requirements include:

• Current driver’s license
• Minimum of 21 years of age
• Must pass a DOT physical and a DOT drug test

administered by an LCCC approved physician
(tuition covers this visit)

• Must show proof of an acceptable Motor
Vehicle Record (MVR) and provide criminal
history records that will be reviewed at time of
interview/CDL tour

• Military persons must show proof of military
service including DD-214 or 215, DD-256 or NGB
Form 22

• Family members must show proof of relationship
to military service member, such as birth
certificate or marriage license

 There are a limited number of full tuition 
scholarships available, and training must be completed 
by September 30, 2021. For more information about 
LCCC’s CDL program, visit www.lccc.edu/cdl. 

LCCC Named PNGAS 
Guard-Friendly School

LCCC has recently earned the Guard-Friendly 
School designation from the Pennsylvania National 
Guard Associations (PNGAS). PNGAS is a non-
profit organization that supports the men, women 
and veterans of the National Guard, their spouses 
and families. It is not associated with or legally 
connected to the Pennsylvania National Guard, the 
state or federal government, the U.S. Military or the 
Pennsylvania Department of Military and Veterans 
Affairs.

 Developed by the PNGAS Education Advisory 
Council, the Guard-Friendly School standards were 
designed to recognize colleges, universities and trade 
schools that create a supportive learning environment 
to assist members of the Pennsylvania Guard and their 
families in pursuing post-secondary degrees. LCCC is 
one of 13 schools nationwide that recently received 
the designation, joining a total of 43 out of 480 who 
are eligible for the designation.

 LCCC continues to provide resources and support 
services to more than 350 active military and veteran 
students, including their spouses and dependents, 
to meet their specific needs while attending college. 
Resources include veterans’ lounges at both the 
Schnecksville and Tamaqua campuses, preferred 
scheduling, scholarship opportunities and a dedicated 
Veterans Support Team to provide the resources 
needed to successfully transition to college. The 
LCCC Veterans Club provides an opportunity to find 
support, a purpose and make connections with fellow 
veteran and military students. In addition, the Veteran 
Advisory Board ensures LCCC remains current on 
relevant veteran-related issues. Students can also 
join SALUTE Veterans National Honor Society that 
recognizes academic achievements. 

LCCC Wins Top Overall Team Award for 
A’s For Vets 5K Ruck ‘n Walk Challenge

LCCC earned the top overall team award in the 2020 A’s for Vets 5K Ruck ‘n Walk Challenge. Together,  
291 participants and eight college/universities and veteran supporters helped raise $2,798 for this year’s recipient, 
the VALOR Clinic Foundation. A sincere thank you goes out to our sponsor, Air Products, for their generosity and 
continuous commitment to supporting veterans in our community. Air Products also contributed an additional $1,000 
and brought the total donation to $3,798. This donation will go a long way in helping veterans and their families with 
access to benefits, food and shelter in the Lehigh Valley and surrounding areas.

Congratulations to two LCCC Team participants, Christine Flores and Mark Bartholomew, winners of VISA $50 gift 
cards. The Top Female and Male Ruckers were Dana Radle from Team NCC and John Hyland from Team PSLV, who both 
received $100 VISA gift cards. As the winners of the coveted 2020 Top Overall Team Award, LCCC will receive a plaque 
that will be displayed in the LCCC Veterans Lounge at main campus. Thank you to the LCCC family who came out to 
support veterans. Hope to see you next year at the annual A’s for Vets 5K Ruck ‘n Walk Challenge! 

https://files.constantcontact.com/afb5cd36001/9bd6b0ed-ba48-43ac-bdb4-ad7f7b0514db.pdf
www.lccc.edu/cdl


Dancing to Her Own Beat
When you speak to Samantha Fruhwirth, 

one thing becomes very clear: she is not afraid 
to dance to her own beat. A 2015 graduate 
of LCCC, Fruhwirth hails from 
Emmaus and currently resides in 
Harlem. She is an architectural 
designer, dancer and entrepreneur. 
Samantha began her time at LCCC 
studying mechanical engineering 
before graduating in 2015 with an 
associate degree in mathematics. 
Her journey, however, is far less linear than 
simply achieving a degree, and like so many, her 
path didn’t become defined without a little help 
along the way. 

“The first decision to attend LCCC was made 
by my father,” said Fruhwirth. “I was really of the 
mindset that I wanted to go away to this four-
year college and have the college experience 
I deserved, all the ego stuff when you’re 18.” 
Samantha’s family simply couldn’t afford the 
schools she was considering without burdening 
her with a lifetime of debt. “My dad said ‘it’s not 
just about you, it affects the entire family.’” 

Fruhwirth, like many others, felt she was 
settling. “At that time there was all of this 
negative rhetoric making fun of the school, but 
I decided to make the best of it.” It only took 
a few days on campus to change any previous 
opinions she had. “Once I got there, my entire 
perspective shifted. I never had a fully negative 
impression of community college, and once I 
was actually there I understood its power. I felt 
really supported.”

Despite how much she enjoyed studying 
at LCCC, it was the flexibility and support 
to chase her dreams that truly changed her 
life. “I had this opportunity to be part of a 
professional dance company in Princeton, NJ,” 
said Fruhwirth. “When I came to my advisor I 
said ‘I really want to take this opportunity, it’s 
been a lifelong dream, but I really enjoy it here, 
how can we make this work?’” Taking a leave 
of absence at just about any four-year college 
or university would mean forfeiting your spot 
in your selected program of study. “We came 
to an agreement that I could take a hiatus for 
two years and be able to return to the program 
should I choose to finish my studies. I eventually 
took up that offer once my contract ended with 
the dance company.”

 Read more about Samantha and other 
alumni in ASPIRE Magazine. 

LCCC Offers New Certificate 
in Cross Institutional Studies

Designed for students to develop specific 
employability skills in a credit academic environment, 
a new certificate program in Cross Institutional Studies 
focuses on preparing students with entry-level skills to 
be successful in a position within their chosen career 
path. The program was developed under the auspices 
of a grant administered through Millersville University.

 The degree requires a minimum of 12 credits in 
electives, 12 credits in a focus area and 8 credits in 
Student Development Skills. Students will be able to 
focus on one of seven vocational areas:

• Artistic Design and Production
• Administrative, Support Services and Hospitality
• Technology Design and Support
• Educational Support
• Public Health and Safety
• General Trade Studies
• General Science Studies
Student Development Skills classes are in Major

Decisions, Workplace Readiness, Work Culture 
Responsibilities and Career Development. These 
courses are offered to all students at LCCC and can 
support work readiness skills for any program of study.

Students who can benefit from this new 
certificate are those who wish to pursue competitive 
employment, who have not been successful at passing 
their general education requirements but who excel 
in courses in their focus area. Students pursuing this 
program should not have career goals that require an 
associate degree. Students are eligible for financial 
aid.

The degree will be in the course catalog in fall 2021, 
but students can begin taking electives this spring. 
Entry into the program requires prior approval from an 
advisor.

 Coordinating the program development 
is Alexandria Hrasok, SEED program redesign 
coordinator. For more information on the program, 
contact Michelle Mitchell, learning specialist and 
professor, at MMitchell@LCCC.edu. 

https://www.lccc.edu/aspire/fall-2020
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 Important Dates for 
December 2020

Dec. 3 Virtual Admissions and Financial Aid Information 
Session, 3 p.m.

Dec.5 LCCC Foundation Virtual Dinner Party, 6 to 8 p.m.
Dec.5 Fall Full Term and Online Classes End
Dec.7-12 Final Exams Week
Dec.8 Virtual Adult Learners Information Session, 5 p.m.
Dec.13 Winter Session Online Classes Begin
Dec. 13 Phi Theta Kappa Hybrid Induction Ceremony
Dec.16 Virtual Nursing Information Session, 5 p.m.
Dec.24 – Jan. 3 College Closed
Dec. 29     Virtual appointments for admissions, financial aid 

and registration, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

St. Luke’s Beam Signing
Tina Van Buren, Craig Koller, Maureen Donovan and 

Amber Zuber signed the “Top Off” beam for the new  
St. Luke's Carbon Campus at a special event for Community 
Health Partners. Coming Spring 2022, located just off the 
Mahoning Valley interchange of the PA Turnpike Northeast 
Extension and Route 209, the St. Luke’s Carbon Campus 
will be a 155,000 square foot hospital with four stories and 
80 private rooms. Onsite there will be a 17-bed emergency 
room, 24-hour critical care with 12 ICU beds, state-of-the-
art operating rooms, and the most advanced radiology and 
diagnostic technology available to the region. 




