
     To raise awareness about the importance of a community college 
education, three area community colleges are teaming up in support of the 
White House initiative, “America’s College Promise,” which would make 
two years of a community college education free for responsible students 
nationwide. Joining together in support of this initiative are Lehigh Carbon 
Community College, Northampton Community College and Luzerne County 
Community College.
      On Sept. 9, President Obama and the White House launched a 
grassroots campaign to rally support for the effort. Tagged “Heads Up,” the 

campaign will work to create a culture that celebrates community colleges and communicates the value and impact 
of community colleges on the future of America.
      Presidents of the three community colleges - Dr. Mark Erickson, Northampton; Dr. Ann Bieber, Lehigh Carbon; 
and Mr. Thomas P. Leary, Luzerne - are working together to spread the word in our area.
     “At Lehigh Carbon Community College, we’ve seen the success of a free community college on a smaller scale 
through the Morgan Foundation, whose generosity provides full tuition scholarships to graduates of Tamaqua High 
School,” said Lehigh Carbon’s Dr. Bieber. “One of the aspects of this initiative is that colleges are encouraged to work 
in ways that make the most sense for us in our unique communities.”
     According to Thomas P. Leary, president, Luzerne County Community College, “Even though community colleges 
offer an accessible and affordable education, many students still struggle with debt as they complete their 
community college education. Many of our students have to work full-time while attending school either full-time or 
part-time.”
     Leary adds, “The proposal would help to open the door to higher education for more traditional students as well 
as adult learners. If the plan is accepted, Luzerne is in an excellent position to serve more students both at our main 
campus and off-campus sites.”
     Dr. Mark Erickson, president of Northampton Community College, reports that parents have already asked him 
when free tuition will start. “I tell them, ‘probably not anytime soon.’”  Erickson believes that, “In the near term, free 
tuition for all may be unrealistic, but declining public support for education is clearly hurting students and the nation. 
We are encouraging voters to talk with their state and federal legislators about the value of community colleges.”
     The College Promise campaign, unveiled during President Obama’s 2015 State of the Union address, was inspired 
by bi-partisan efforts in Tennessee, Chicago, Miami and Kalamazoo. The campaign will work with leaders in 
communities throughout the country to create College Promise programs in their own communities. The idea is 
already gaining momentum in areas from Oregon to Philadelphia.

  

Joseph A. Alban, Treasurer
Whitehall-Coplay

Annabelle B. Creveling
Allentown

Samuel P. DeFrank
Salisbury 

Willard G. Dellicker
Trustee at Large

Paul C. Fisher, Jr. 
Northwestern Lehigh 

Mathias J. Green, Jr.
Northern Lehigh 

Matthew T. Korp
Catasauqua 

Audrey L. Larvey, Chair
Palmerton

Roberta M. Marcus, Vice Chair
Parkland 

William Miracle
Trustee at Large

Kenneth H. Mohr, Jr.
Southern Lehigh 

William Santore, Jr. 
Panther Valley

Randall L. Smith, Secretary
Jim Thorpe

David Krause
Lehighton 

Ann L. Thompson
East Penn

Jerome B. Frank, Esq.
Solicitor

Lehigh Carbon 
Community College 
Board of Trustees

Alumni Association 
Board of Directors

Heather Mullen ’06, President 
Linda Krisko ’80, Vice President
Michele Mullikin ’00, Secretary/Treasurer
Jeremiah Wilhite, Student
Megan Billowitch ’94
Kristie Fogel ’01 
Susan Heller ’03, ’07
Michael Mauro ’07
Shannon Semmel-Ciamacco ’96
Pamela Fenstermacher ’10 
Cheryl Fisher ‘82
Kimberly Troup ‘13
Jane Wilchak, LCCC
Tim Herrlinger, LCCC Foundation 

Officers
Ellen Millard-Kern
Chairperson; Chief of Staff,  
Senator Pat Browne’s Office

Kathy Kovatch Reaman
Vice-Chairperson and Secretary
Kovatch Corporation

Thomas D. Oleksa
Treasurer and Chair of Finance and 
Investment Committee

Annabelle B. Creveling 
LCCC Board of Trustees
College Trustees Appointee

Brian Kahler 
VP  Finance and Admin. Services, 
LCCC Presidential Appointee

Members
Tony Boyle
Boyle Construction

John T. Cathers, Jr.

Jan Creedon 

Robin Flores
The Literacy Center

Ronald Glass
LCCC Faculty (retired)

Christopher Jordan
Compliance Officer
ChildWay Pediatric Services

Richard Kern
National Penn Bank

Bernard “Buddy” Lesavoy, Esq.
Lesavoy, Butz and Seitz, LLC

David Lobach
Embassy Bank

Kent C. Newhart
Accounting & Tax Assoc., Inc.

Ron Neimeyer
Altronics, Inc.

Dale Roth
Dale A. Roth Architects, A.I.A. 

Christina Schoemaker
Valley Youth House

Betty Smith
Trexler Haines, Inc.

Willard Snyder
New Tripoli Bancorp

Mark Thompson
MKSD, Architects 

LCCC Foundation 
Board of Directors

Upcoming EventsLehigh Carbon Community College President 
Dr. Ann D. Bieber

Lehigh Carbon Community College
4525 Education Park Drive

Schnecksville, PA 18078
www.LCCC.edu

610-799-2121

Oct. 6       Fall Transfer Fair from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the 
       Scheller-Woodman Community Services Center 
       on main campus.
Oct. 6       PACAC Regional College Fair from 6 to 8 p.m.
       in Berrier Hall on main campus.
Oct. 13       2015 Collegewide Development Day with a 
       focus on institutional sustainability.
Oct. 15       Mary Badham to speak at LCCC as part of the  
       50th anniversary events. The reading of 
       “To Kill a Mockingbird” will begin at 7:30 p.m. 
       in the Scheller-Woodman Community Services 
       Center on main campus.
Oct. 17       Bowl-n-Bites at Revolutions from 7 to 9 p.m. 
       at a cost of $10 per person. Net proceeds 
       go to the LCCC Alumni Scholarship Fund.
Oct. 19-22       Entrepreneurship Week.
Oct. 20       An Evening with Billy of Billy’s Downtown
       Diner beginning at 6 p.m. at The Baum 
       School of Art.
Oct. 22       Fall Open House from 6 to 8 p.m. in the 
       Scheller-Woodman Community Services Center 
       on main campus.
Oct. 29       Fall Job Fair from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the 
       Scheller-Woodman Community Services Center 
       on main campus.
Nov. 13       VIP Event, Fall Festival from 5 to 8 p.m. in the  
       Scheller-Woodman Community Services Center 
       on main campus.
Nov. 14       Fall Festival from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the  
       Scheller-Woodman Community Services Center 
       on main campus.

Heads Up America Campaign Impacts
Lehigh Carbon Community College

Science Division Award 
Winners

     The Science Division recognizes 2014 Adjunct/Part Time 
Faculty of the year, Joe Piscitelli; 2015 Faculty Award of 
Excellence, John Loughman and 2015 Adjunct/Part Time 
Faculty of the year, David Moat for teaching excellence. 

Pictured from left to right: Joe Piscitelli, John Loughman
and David Moat.



     Melanie Wursta is now teaching Intro to ECE 
(Early Childhood Education) as part of the A.A.S. degree at 
the LCCC Allentown site. This week her students started to 
gain a deeper understanding of what 4 R Teaching Practice 
truly means and set up a mini recycleteria for the Allentown 
site. “It is our hope to get the members of our Allentown site 
to begin to save for our students with recycled materials such 
as paper towel rolls, empty cereal boxes, large plastic mayo 
jars, plastic clear containers of all sizes, loose parts such as 
keys, bolts, screws, natural materials like pine cones, acorns, 
twigs,” said Wursta. The program is modeling best practices 
for early learning programs and authenticating the programs 
work as a Reggio-Emelia inspired program. The class is using 
recycled materials, also natural materials like rocks and 
seashells and loose parts like buttons, etc. Students are then 
using those materials, when appropriate, with the children in 
their lab sites and classrooms.

ECE Introduces Recycleteria at Donley

Guest Speaker Eve Tannery 
Visits LCCC

     WFMZ-TV daybreak and noontime co-anchor Eve Tannery, 
second from right, poses with several students from the State 
and Local Government class taught by adjunct instructor Bruce 
Frassinelli. Tannery was guest speaker during a portion of the 
Wednesday, Sept. 16, class. With her, from left, are Derek Hill 
of Schuylkill Township, Schuylkill County; Chelsea Hite of Upper 
Macungie Township, Lehigh County, and Jarryd Ruch of 
Palmerton, Carbon County.  Frassinelli’s class also welcomed 
State Representative Gary Day, R-Lehigh and Berks, on Sept. 28. 
Day, whose district includes Lehigh Carbon Community College, 
discussed several issues impacting community colleges today.

Nominations 
Encouraged for 

President’s 
Student Awards 

     As part of LCCC’s 50th anniversary 
celebration, Dr. Ann Bieber will select 
up to 20 eligible students to receive 
an award of $500 each. Students 
must have had an extraordinary and 
positive impact on the LCCC 
community, including achievements 
within the college and the local 
communities. Faculty and staff are 
encouraged to nominate students 
for this award. Nominations are due 
March 31, 2016. Successful 
nominations should demonstrate 
that the student has made a 
significant and positive contribution 
to the LCCC community in one or 
more of the following ways:
• Building community
• Enhancing wellness
• Promoting diversity
• Demonstrating civic responsibility
• Actively volunteering
• Creating innovative and new 
   projects or activities
• Innovating and enhancing existing  
   services
• Exhibiting outstanding leadership 
   with an organization or project

Each nominee must meet the 
following eligibility requirements:
• Taking at least nine (9) college 
   credits during the 2015-16 
   academic year with at least six (6) 
   credits completed prior to Spring 
   2016 semester
• Be in good academic standing and 
   registered during the semester the  
   award will be given (Spring 2016)
• Nominated by an LCCC faculty, 
   administrator or staff member 
   through a one-page letter 
   addressed to the president and 
   sent to Cindy Brooks at 
   cbrooks@lccc.edu.

Take Back The Night® held Sept. 24  
     LCCC held a “Take Back The Night®” event to raise awareness about the problem of 
sexual violence in our community and to provide information and educational awareness 
about the effects and prevalence of abuse on Thursday, Sept. 24, in the Student Union 
building at LCCC’s main campus in Schnecksville.  
     Experts in the field spoke on transgender violence and the effects of violence on 
children. There were also personal stories from students and volunteer speakers and a 
short documentary about a woman and her family who lived with 20 years of domestic 
violence.  
     At the conclusion, a silent tribute to victims of violence was also held by the crowd of 
students, faculty and staff. Domestic violence generally starts when children are witnesses 

to violence. This violence is learned, feared and internalized by children who may later grow into perpetrators and/or 
victims of abuse. Take Back the Night is an international event and non-profit organization with the mission of ending 
sexual violence in all forms. Hundreds of events are held in over 30 countries annually.

LCCC’s 2015 Promise Scholarship 
Program Benefits ASD Graduates 

Studying Healthcare
Dorothy Rider Pool Health Care Trust funds new four-year program

     
     Students who are studying for careers in the healthcare field at LCCC are the 
first beneficiaries of the new Promise Scholarship Program.
      Established with the financial support of The Dorothy Rider Pool Health Care 
Trust, the four-year program provides $1,000 scholarships for up to 25 students 
for two years each who are enrolled in LCCC’s Occupational Therapy Assistant, 
Physical Therapy Assistant or Medical Assistant associate degree programs. 
Students must have graduated from Allen or Dieruff High Schools in the 
Allentown School District in order to qualify for the scholarship.
     The first cohort of students began with the current fall semester, with a 
second cohort to be added in fall 2016. Upon graduation from the program, 
students will have the opportunity to interview for positions with Lehigh Valley 
Health Network.

The fall semester’s recipients are:
• Doreen Dia, Occupational Therapy Assistant program
• Angelica Garcia, Medical Assistant program
• Anna Gasiorowska, Medical Assistant program
• Randy Kemmerer, Physical Therapist Assistant program
• Kassandra Mendez, Medical Assistant program

     “The Pool Trust’s support of the Promise scholarship program for graduates 
of the Allentown School District will enable students to attend LCCC and pursue 
a career in the health field who otherwise may not have had the chance,” said 
Trust Executive Director Edward F. Meehan, MPH.  “Scholarships are targeted 
towards jobs currently in high demand including medical assistant, physical 
therapy assistant and occupational therapy assistant roles.”
     “This scholarship further ensures that our students have the resources they 
need to be successful,” said LCCC President Dr. Ann Bieber. “The generosity of 
The Pool Trust gives Allentown graduates studying in these three programs at 
LCCC further incentive to complete their degrees and enter these high-demand 
career areas.”
     “This grant helps to open the door for career pathways into health care and 
facilitates a wonderful relationship between our high schools, community 
college and regional health providers,” said Alexander J. Lemheney, Ed.D., 
Administrator in the Division of Education Simulation and Learning Center at 
Lehigh Valley Health Network. 
     “As an institution this grant expands the talent pipeline for Occupational 
Therapy Assistants, Physical Therapy Assistants and Medical Assistants. As a 
community we all benefit by attracting our youth into advanced studies in allied 
health professions. These jobs lead to future opportunities for advancement 
and possible long term careers in health care.”
     Established in 1975 by Leonard Parker Pool, The Dorothy Rider Pool Health 
Care Trust serves as a resource that enables Lehigh Valley Health Network to be 
a superior regional hospital and improve the health of the citizens of the region 
it serves. Its focused areas of program support include Community 
Engagement, Primary Care/Community-Based Workforce Development and 
Care System Redesign.


