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Jan. 9  Applicants invited to Fast Track
  information event.
Jan. 14              Spring convocation.
Jan. 14  SEED program information night.
Jan. 15              Spring full term and online classes begin.
Jan. 18              Dr. Terrence Roberts, one of the original 
  Little Rock 9 (a group of nine African 
  American students enrolled in Little Rock 
  Central High School in 1957) will speak at 
  7 p.m. in the Scheller-Woodman   
  Community Services Center at LCCC 
  Schnecksville in rooms 203/205.
  

Student Project Embarks on Service Learning Initiative 

     The Alumni Association held its quarterly meeting and 
holiday gathering at Vonz Restaurant in Tamaqua. Shared 
at the meeting was the matching gift received from our 
Nationwide Affinity Partnership in the amount of $7,500, 
bringing the total contribution to $15,000 from Nationwide. 
Pictured from left to right: Shannon Semmel-Ciamacco, 
Susan Heller, Kristie Fogel, Cheryl Fisher, Heather Mullen 
and Jane Wilchak. Back left, Linda Krisko and back right, 
Michael Mauro.

Alumni Association Accepts 
Monetary Gift      The CIS 180 Introduction to Project Management course at Lehigh Carbon 

Community College (LCCC) has been engaged in an ambitious class 
project this semester.  As part of the college’s Service Learning initiative, 
the students developed a website for The Shelter House Society, a local 
non-profit organization based in Emmaus, Pa. Julian Costa, adjunct 
lecturer in the Computer Science Division at LCCC, felt that this project 
would provide students with a real-world forum to apply the theoretical 
aspects of project management while helping them to develop content for 
their resumes and portfolios. “I wanted this course to be as beneficial as 
possible for the students in helping them to cultivate a professional 
presence within their community while learning the principles of 

effectively managing a project.”
     The students were divided into several “managerial” units, each with its own area of responsibility, such as time 
management, quality assurance, human resource management and scope coordination. “The students coordinated 
much of these efforts on their own; I rarely had to step in and make decisions for them,” says Costa.  Additionally, many 
students took on the creative and technical responsibilities of designing the website. “Since this is not a web design 
course I did not require the students to do any creative work, but many of them enthusiastically jumped at the 
challenge,” added Costa.
     LCCC freshman Charles DeWeese, from Center Valley, and sophomore Isaias Sanchez, from Allentown, both majoring 
in Game Design and Simulation Development, assumed the role of lead project managers for the project. “I’ve learned 
that this is what it’s like when you go out and do projects for a business,” says DeWeese. “It’s a real work experience and 
something that you will actually apply later on in life.  It’s one of those things that no matter what field you go into, it is 
going to be useful.” Sanchez found the experience of working collaboratively to be a special one.      
     The project team also includes Miguel Alvarez, a freshman majoring in digital arts from Allentown; Jenny Argothy, a 
sophomore majoring in computer programming from Allentown; Ryan DeSantis, a sophomore majoring in digital arts 
from Schnecksville; Cristina Hernandez, a freshman majoring in computer programming from Allentown; Christine 
Jacoby, a sophomore majoring in web design and development from Allentown; Joshua Klase, a freshman majoring in 
digital arts from Orefield; Bryce Knoll, a freshman majoring in computer programming from Catasauqua; Manuel 
Lajara, a sophomore majoring in computer programming from Allentown; Conor Lydon, a freshman majoring in 
computer programming from Allentown; Dylan Moyer, a freshman majoring in digital arts from Orefield; Josh Pense, 
a freshman majoring in computer programming from Catasauqua; Justin Ortwein, a freshman majoring in computer 
programming from Allentown; Sean Maurice Perkins, a sophomore majoring in computer programming from Weatherly; 
Jesse Stone, a freshman majoring in computer programming from Kutztown; and Brandon Zack, a freshman majoring in 
digital arts from Jim Thorpe. Costa says he is proud of the student effort. “It takes a special group of students to succeed 
at such a project. I am consistently impressed with their professionalism and enthusiasm, especially considering that 
many of these students are in their first semester of college.”



OTA Program  
Receives Award

     LCCC’s Occupational Therapy 
Assistant program has received the 
“Community Alternative Worksite of 
the Year” Award by the Lehigh 
County Juvenile Court. This award 
honors the OTA students’ work in 
running therapeutic groups with 
adolescents in the Lehigh County 
Juvenile Probation Program. 
     Therapeutic groups include 
activities to improve cooking skills, 
preparing simple meals; to improve 
psychosocial skills such as building 
self-worth and self-esteem, 
improving time management and 
anger management, communication 
and social skills; and to promote the 
planning, development and sharing 
of various community service 
projects.

Joanne Gerken 
Graduation 

Speaker Award 
     Long-time English professor 
Joanne Gerken has established an 
award in honor of her 50 years of 
teaching and the college’s 50th 
anniversary. 
     The “Joanne Gerken Graduation 
Speaker Award” will be presented for 
the first time at the upcoming 
Student Awards Ceremony on May 1. 
     The award will recognize the 
college’s two student graduation 
speakers with a cash award of $250 
each. The award will be provided for 
2016 and 2017.

LCCC and Jim Thorpe SADD  
Students Hold Town Meeting 

     LCCC students from Tamaqua and Jim Thorpe, along with Jim Thorpe High 
School SADD students, with faculty member Todd Zimmermn, held a town 
hall meeting in December to address the heroin epidemic. The event featured 
a group of local panelists from area offices in Carbon and Schuylkill counties 
discussing the problems of heroin addiction and how they deal with the 
situation. The event ended with a question and answer period.

LCCC Ranked 
One of Best 
Community 

Colleges 
     Lehigh Carbon Community College 
was recently featured in an article on 
Schools.com about the best 
community colleges in Pennsylvania. 
LCCC ranked third overall among 
campuses across the state, giving 
placement on the top 10 list. 
     According to the article, tuition at 
LCCC was noted as significantly lower 
per year than the statewide average 
for two-year schools reported by 
the College Board. The article noted, 
“Among schools on our list, LCCC 
also had the fourth-highest number 
of transfer agreements per 1,000 
students.”

LCCC Ranks in 
Cyber League

     After sending two teams to the 
post season National Cyber League 
competition, LCCC is proud to 
announce the teams ranked in the 
bronze category. This is LCCC’s first 
year competing against the more 
seasoned competitors. LCCC students 
who made up Team Cobalt were 
Justin Kistler, Mitchell Burda, Ian 
Fowler, Dayton Richard and Steve 
Holguin and earned a 13th place 
ranking. Team Magenta students 
were Hussein Bhalloo, Geordi Gusick, 
James Mauhili, Aline Morales, Kushel 
Patel, and Pico Summer and earned a 
31st place ranking. 
     The National Cyber League brings 
together students from 41 states to 
compete in cybersecurity skills using 
next-generation high-fidelity 
simulation environments. The 
National Cyber League was founded 
in May 2011 to provide an ongoing 
virtual training ground for collegiate 
students to develop, practice, and 
validate their cybersecurity skills 
using next-generation high-fidelity 
simulation environments.

Students Bring Holiday 
Cheer to Families

     Several LCCC Tamaqua students, faculty and staff brought some holiday 
cheer to a local family recently. The students participated in the Salvation 
Army’s annual Angel Giving Tree project. The Salvation Army provided the 
college with a list of items needed for a local family, which the students, staff 
and faculty purchased. The staff wrapped the items and the LCCC van 
transported all of the items to the Salvation Army.

Teacher Ed End of Year Celebration
      
     Professor Laura Segatti’s EDU 101 and professor Melanie Wursta’s interns 
celebrated the end of the semester with a pasta party and intern capstone 
showcase. Segatti’s students 
prepared their party food in the 
teacher education culinary cove. 
Professor Wursta’s interns 
culminated their student teaching 
with a Reggio inspired power point 
project detailing their learning 
journey.

Wells Fargo Supports 
LCCC Scholarships 

     The Wells Fargo Foundation has given $2,000 toward a Springboard 
Scholarship at LCCC. The Springboard Scholarship is designed to give students 
from Carbon County, who may be the first in their families to attend college, a 
“springboard” to success. The money will provide a $500 scholarship over four 
semesters to students who are first-generation college students with financial 
need. The funds will help students cover the cost of books, transportation and 
other essentials. 
     According to the county’s statistics, 48 percent of students in Carbon County 
come from low-income families.  Residents of Carbon County also fall well 
below the state average for those attaining a college degree; in part, due to 
their economic situation.

LCCC Accepting Submissions for 
Juried Permanent Art Collection 

     The college is accepting entries for a permanent art collection to be 
displayed on all campuses as part of the college’s 50th anniversary celebration. 
All LCCC current students, alumni, faculty, staff and community members with 
an affiliation to LCCC are invited to participate. 
     All media, including painting, drawing, printmaking, sculpture, mixed media, 
ceramics and photography will be accepted. A maximum of three works may 
be entered per artist. Entries may not exceed 72 inches in any one dimension, 
and 50 pounds is the maximum weight for work. All watercolors, photographs, 
graphics and pastels must be under glass or acrylic, and all 2-D work must be 
framed. Upon acceptance, the artwork becomes part of the LCCC permanent 
collection through donation by the artists.
     Images of all artwork must be submitted digitally via email toart50@lccc.
edu. Digital entries must be no larger than 1mb (megabyte) and labeled with 
artist name, medium, title of work and framed dimensions in the subject line 
of the email. Deadline for digital entries is Feb. 1, 2016. Artists will be notified 
by Monday, Feb. 22, 2016. An exhibit of accepted pieces and opening reception 
is planned for March at main campus in Schnecksville, Pa. For full details and 
more information about this event, please contact Corinne Lalin at art50@lccc.
edu. The form is downloadable from http://50.lccc.edu/enter-art-contest.


